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The Independent

The end of the academic year at any 
school is a time of looking simultaneously 
backwards and forwards, one eye 
replaying the events that have unfolded 
and one, oracle-like, trying to divine the 
mysteries of the forthcoming Autumn 
term. Signs from the government indicate 
that 2021-22 should be a lot more ‘normal’ 
than 2020-21, as the nation continues to 
learn to live with COVID and schools play 
their part in that progression. 

The last twelve months have certainly 
been the strangest of my 25 years in 
education, but on a personal note they 
have also been among the most uplifting 
as they have formed my first year as Head 
of WGS! This is a truly happy, caring and 
effective school and I feel as privileged 
and humbled as ever to find myself in the 
position of leading the community here.

After the lockdown that dominated so 
much of the Spring term, along with 
long-lasting uncertainty from government, 
Ofqual and the exam boards about how 
to determine Teacher Assessed Grades 
in place of GCSEs, A-levels and technical 
qualifications, there has been a huge 
amount to cherish about the Summer 
term. For the first time since early 2020, 
we had the joy of inter-school sports 
fixtures – in cricket, rounders and girls’ 
football – as well as a delightful set of 
musical performances, outside, with a  
live audience. 

We have launched the House System, 
inducting all students into their Houses 

in an exciting day of House reveal 
ceremonies in Big School. Our cover 
image features the Year 7 ‘sorting hat’, 
borrowed from an obvious source and 
an instant rite of passage which future 
generations will no doubt go through 
towards the end of their first year in the 
Senior School. Meanwhile, at the Junior 
School, we have started the building 
works for renovated classrooms and a 
beautiful new playground to welcome our 
youngest ever children into Reception, 
Year 1 and Year 2 in September.

My personal highlight was joining the 
annual Coast-to-Coast challenge, which 
took place for the 23rd time at the start 
of half-term and saw a team of twelve 
plucky Year 10 students run, in non-stop 
25-hour relay, the Wainwright Route from 
St Bees in Cumbria to Robin Hood’s Bay 
in North Yorkshire. They raised a record-
breaking £8000, too, for a local charity 
that has sadly never been more needed, 
The Haven Wolverhampton. For me, 
the event is absolutely emblematic of 
WGS at its best: it’s about a group  
of students, empowered but not  
micro-managed by staff, pulling 
together to do something 
worthwhile, encouraging one 
another, having fun and growing  
through the process. 

You’ll read what one of the 
participants has to say in the 
following pages, but I was in awe of 
the determination and mutual support 

shown by all the students, and their 
physical and mental stamina developed 
over the months of training leading up 
to the event. I must confess that I did 
not participate on foot (though I did 
cycle some fairly lengthy sections!) and I 
cheated by getting some sleep. I think the 
gauntlet is down for next year! 

Alex Frazer  
Head

Head’s Welcome



Transforming lives as well as minds

There are still various ways that you 
can remain in contact with School 
over the summer holidays:

Email correspondence via  
info@wgs-sch.net

Telephone: 01902 421326

Parent Portal

Social Media:
  @WGS1512  

  Wolverhampton Grammar School             
      Official

  Wolverhampton Grammar School

  Wolverhampton Grammar School  

NEED TO 
CONTACT US? 

Year 6  
Immersion Day
As part of the transition to Senior School, 
it is key that our Year 6 students get to 
experience a day in the Senior School. 

Students enjoyed 
a range of exciting 
lessons with teaching 
staff, from a Jackson 
Pollock inspired Art lesson with 
Miss Bowater to an outdoor treasure hunt 
with Mr Birch, who will be the new Head 
of Year 7 from September 2021.

We look forward to welcoming all new 
and returning students back to School  
in September!

At the start of the year we were 
disappointed to learn that we couldn't 
return to campus due to another national 
lockdown. Our School community 
was exceptional in adapting to remote 
learning during this time and when 
the announcement was made that all 
students were to return to School on 
Monday 8th March preparations began to 
welcome everyone back to campus. 

In the Senior School, all students were 
required to take a Lateral Flow Test 
before heading back to the classroom. 
Miss Jones, Miss Leith and Mrs Harris 
worked together beforehand to produce 
a video which helped explain the testing 
process so that Senior School students 
knew what to expect when they arrived 
at our testing centre.

Thank you to all our volunteers and staff 
for the tremendous effort that you put in 
to ensuring the smooth and successful 
testing process; we couldn't have done it 
without you!

Third  
time lucky!

33

Success  
in Sport!
The return of Sports fixtures was 
welcomed by many during the summer 
term and we were proud to host 
the Independent Schools Football 
Association (ISFA) tournament in May.
Congratulations to the U13A team who 
qualified for the ISFA U13 finals and 
came a respectable 4th place.
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Wolverhampton Grammar School 
expands its provision

Wolverhampton Grammar School is proud to announce the 
expansion of its Junior School to incorporate Reception, Year 1 
and Year 2 from September 2021. This wonderful news means 
that Wolverhampton Grammar School will now become a true 
all-through school, providing the opportunity for children of 
all school ages (4-18) to join a truly unique community and 
experience our award-winning approach to education.

The City’s leading Independent School received full approval 
from the Department for Education to increase the age range 
of the School, following a rigorous review of suitability by the 
Independent Schools Inspectorate. The new provision will 
benefit from remodelled classrooms featuring an inside-outside 
learning space as well as a purpose-built, beautifully landscaped 
Infant Playground within the School’s existing 25 acre campus.

Dan Peters, Head of Wolverhampton Grammar Junior School 
commented: “We are so excited that children will now be able 
to join us at the very start of their educational journey. Opening 
our doors to children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 from 
September means that we can ensure our pupils make the very 
best progress from the word go.”

James Sage, Chairman of the Board of 
Directors for Wolverhampton Grammar 
School added: “We are delighted to 
have been given the approval by the 
Department for Education to expand 
our education provision to children aged 
4-18. High-quality teaching, devoted staff, 
small class sizes and our caring ethos in 
the Junior School allow our young children 
the opportunity to thrive and reach their 
full potential.”

Wolverhampton Grammar School provides 
an outstanding education for children attending the Junior 
School, Senior School and Sixth Form. Constantly achieving 
outstanding GCSE and A Level results, providing the largest 
range of extra-curricular activities of any independent school in 
the area, and continuing to be the independent school of choice  
for parents of children from across Wolverhampton, Shropshire, 
Staffordshire and wider West Midlands.

If you would like to learn more about our new Infant offer, visit: 
wgs.org.uk/junior/our-new-infant-offer.

Interested in joining us in Reception, Year 1 or  
Year 2 from September 2022?

Demand for places across all year groups is high and  
we encourage parents who wish to register their child  
for a place at our School to do so by visiting:  
www.wgs.org.uk. You can also email our Admissions  
team: admissions@wgs-sch.net or telephone:  
01902 422939 to avoid disappointment.
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Higher Education and Careers Forum

Spring term is usually the time of year 
when universities and employers gather 
from far and wide to attend our annual 
Higher Education and Careers Forum. 
In recent years we have welcomed a 
growing number of Old Wulfrunians 
(OWs) as guest speakers to the event.

Determined that students would not go 
without as a result of COVID restrictions, 
on Monday 22nd March we virtually 
welcomed five younger OWs to share 
some first-hand experiences and advice 
on life beyond school and at university.

We were delighted to be joined by 
the following OWs from the Class of 
2019: Haran Athwal, who is studying 
Medicine at Aston University; Thayla 
Bradley who is studying Psychology 
and Laurence Picken who is studying 
International Business, Finance and 
Economics — both attend the University 
of Manchester; Oliver Evans, who is 
studying Mechatronics Engineering at the 
University of Birmingham, and Mia Seager 
who left the School in 2020 and is now in 
her first year studying Modern Languages 
at the University of Nottingham.

From their classrooms, students in Years 
10, 11 and Lower Sixth were connected 
to the Panel of OWs via Zoom. After a 
welcome and brief introduction from 
Alex Frazer, the Head, each OW talked 
briefly about their individual route to 
and experience of life at university. They 
also shared an example of their most 
rewarding, and conversely their most 
challenging, moments so far. Finally, a 
single piece of advice offered by each 
panel member to their young audience 
brought the thought-provoking session to 
a close.

Of the event, Rhi Clancy, Head of Sixth 
Form, said: ‘I couldn’t be more proud of 
our panel of OWs. They were honest, 
open, positive but realistic and provided 
some great insight as well as messages 
of reassurance for our students.’

If you are interested in speaking at a 
careers event, or can offer guidance, 
advice or mentorship to a student, please 
do get in touch with the Development 
Office by email: development@wgs-sch.net. 
Whatever your career path or industry, we 
would love to hear from you.

We were delighted to recieve a certificate 
from the Duke of Edinburgh's Award 
that highlighted the total number of 
volunteering hours our students had 
spent from the 1st April 2020 - 31st 
March 2021; an impressive 884 hours 
which equates to the social value of 
£4,022 were spent helping others. 

Well done to everyone who took part and 
committed to helping others as part of 
their award.

Duke of 
Edinburgh's Award

Thank you

who spent

 to the
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award participants

from

volunteering between 
1 April 2020 and 3 1 March 2021. 

Despite the challenges of the pandemic, we are immensely proud 
of the dedication, effort and achievement of our participants.

The social value of these hours is

May 2021

R U T H  M A R V E L  C E O

£4022.20

884 hours

Wolverhampton Grammar School

Despite the various challenges that the pandemic has thrown 
at us, our School community continues to give generously to 
charity. Highlights of the fundraising events include:

• A non-uniform day in November raised £2,368 for The Well, 
Wolverhampton who provide food parcels and essentials 
for those in desperate need.  Food was also collected and 
delivered to the Charity by Miss Bradley and Sixth Form 
prefects just before Christmas. 
 
 
 

 

• A second non-uniform day was held in May to raise 
money for the COVID crisis in India through the Disasters 
Emergency Committee.  Your incredible generosity raised 
£3,500.

• Junior School held a week of fund raising activities in May 
including a cake sale, a fancy dress fun run and ‘soak the 
teacher’.  £1,700 was raised for Birmingham Children's 
Hospital Charity, The Dogs Trust and the WWF.

Fundraising – thank you!
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The Senior School 
House System

The planning for the re-introduction of Houses at WGS has 
been a most exciting project over the last year or so. Aiming to 
align fantastic pastoral care and extra-curricular involvement, 
the WGS House System is one of the most anticipated changes 
in recent School history. The starting point was the leadership 
of each House; staff and students working together to create 
4 communities, 4 families within School. Heads of House 
are ultimately responsible for the welfare and wellbeing of all 
members of their House. They will be supported by Assistant 
Heads of House who will also take a lead role in organising 
House Activities and events. House Captains and Vice Captains 
will, in turn support, the planning and running of these activities 
as well as acting as mentors and role models for the members of 
their House. Finally each tutor group will elect two form captains 
who will coordinate the contributions made by their form.

 

Building excitement and enthusiasm for the House System was 
an absolute must, so House Reveal Day was going to be pivotal. 
Working with the House Captains, the Heads of House planned 
a day never to be forgotten! Balloons, bunting, face paints 
and flags - each year group had their own sorting ceremony. 
Students were called forward and welcomed into their new 
House. Smiles, cheers and whoops were aplenty and a real 
sense of fun and excitement for September was felt by all. 

The first House Meeting will happen when we return in 
September when all of the staff and students will come together 
for the first time as Jenyns, Moreton, Nechells or Offley. House 
ties will be presented to every student and the first House 
Competition will be revealed! 

Jenyns Nechells
Head of House – 

Mr Crust
Head of House – 

Mr Clancy

Assistant Head of House –
Miss Bowater

Assistant Head of House –  
Miss Watson

Head of Sixth Form – Mrs Povey (Jenyns and Nechells)

Moreton Offley
Head of House – 

Mr Jackson-Turnbull
Head of House – 

Mrs Ray

Assistant Heads of House –  
Mrs Dyer & Mr Jones

Assistant Head of House – 
Mr Jeavons

Head of Sixth Form – Mrs Clancy (Moreton and Offley)
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A group of twelve Year 10 students 
completed the famous Wainwright route 
from St Bees to Robin Hood’s Bay running 
as a tag team in 25 hours 42 minutes to 
raise funds for their chosen charity,  
The Haven Wolverhampton, on Saturday 
29th March – Sunday 30th March 2021.

The annual challenge made its rightful 
return to St Bees after restrictions meant 
that the 2020 challenge had to take 
place closer to home at Birches Valley, 
Cannock Chase. Each team member 
took it in turns to run as far as they could 
in 30-minute intervals with support and 
encouragement from staff and families.

This year’s team was made up of the 
following Year 10 students: Harry, Jaiya, 
Bella, Jack, Leah, Tom, Freddie, Sahara, 
Dhiren, Isabelle, Max and Ava. With 
special thanks to Mr French, Mrs Harris, 
Mrs Dyer, Miss Bradley, Dr Bradley,  
Mr Crust, Mr Johnson and Mr Frazer for 
their guidance and support en route.

The team set an initial fundraising 
target of £3,000 in aid of The Haven 
Wolverhampton which provides practical 
and emotional support services to 
women and dependent children who 
are vulnerable to domestic violence, 
homelessness and abuse. In awe of 

their determination and achievement, 
members of the School community, 
family and friends have since donated a 
phenomenal £8,000.

Jade Secker, Fundraising Manager at 
The Haven Wolverhampton said: “We 
are so grateful for the incredible support 
from the team of Year 10 Students at 
Wolverhampton Grammar School who 
took on their Coast to Coast challenge in 
aid of The Haven. The updates on social 
media throughout the 24 hours showed 
just how much hard work and effort the 
team had put into training and how much 
they were all striving to do their absolute 
best to complete the challenge with flying 
colours, and raise as much as possible 
for the women and children we support. 
Together, they have raised a staggering 
£8,000 to support our vital work and we 
could not be more grateful to every single 
student who took part. A donation of 
this kind could cover the cost of 4,000 
emergency calls to our helpline. For many 
women, this is their first brave step away 
from abuse and is very often lifesaving.

Everyone at The Haven would like to say 
a huge thank you to the team of Year 
10 students for their amazing support 
– we hope you are all super proud of 

yourselves for the incredible difference 
your support will make in the local 
community.”

Coast 2 Coast 2021 
makes fundraising history Tim Thursfield, Express & Star

We are extremely grateful to our 
sponsors and supporters who 
contributed to this year’s challenge, 
including:

• Shingler Group who provided 
our Coast 2 Coast hoodies

• RMW Electrical who provided  
all our red training tops

• Premier Sports for our  
Coast 2 Coast medals

• Blakemore Foundation for a  
voucher towards supplies

• Holroyd Howe for the supplies  
of water, food and snacks for  
the students 
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If you would like to support our Coast 2 Coast 2021 challenge you can donate here using our secure 
JustGiving fundraising page: www.justgiving.com/fundraising/coast-2-coast2021

My Coast 2 Coast experience by Max Thompson

When the opportunity for Coast 2 Coast came along, without a 
second thought, I pounced onto the idea of joining the team.  
My brother had done Coast 2 Coast a few years ago and really 
enjoyed it, so I thought I would give it a shot. When the initial team 
was picked I was excited to be a part of that selection along with 
11 other great runners. The training was 12 weeks long and it was 
as hard as it comes. We were running five times a week and doing 
two circuits. At the time I thought this was an excessive amount 
of training, but I soon released I underestimated how hard Coast 
2 Coast would actually be. When running Coast 2 Coast, you're 
pushing yourself beyond limits in both a mental and physical way. 
This challenge is very mentally challenging because it feels like 
when you're running everything is hurting and tired, and at some 
points I felt like stopping, but obviously like everyone on the team  
I persevered throughout the challenge. Finishing Coast 2 Coast  
was one of the most surreal things, running down the hill and  
seeing my family along with the teachers and other families  
was a brilliant experience. I personally underestimated how hard  
Coast 2 Coast would be and it is not until you're running it you  
realise how much of a challenge it really is. Coast 2 Coast helped  
me in many ways, obviously in the aspect of fitness and my  
health, but also helped me learn qualities about myself. Also,  
Coast 2 Coast brings a team of people who maybe aren't  
extremely close before closer, every team member motivating  
one another through the tough times. I personally think  
Coast 2 Coast was one of the best experiences I've been  
through and it'll stay with me throughout my whole life.
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We’re so 
proud of  
you all!
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This year, despite some continuing 
restrictions due to the pandemic, our 
students in Year 11 and Upper Sixth have 
been lucky enough to celebrate the end of 
their assessments in style.

A morning of paintballing and an 
afternoon of farewells with their teachers 
marked the close of the Upper Sixth’s 
time as students at WGS as they prepare 
to join our ever-growing number of Old 
Wulfrunians. They have also received the 
much-coveted Leavers Hoodies and Year 
Books to provide lasting memories of 
their journey through School.

Following their final assessment,  
Year 11 were treated to an afternoon 
of wild activities on the Valley field, 
including inflatable slides, a bungee run, 
army assault course and an ice cream 
van. Some sage advice on Sixth Form and 
a few fond words from the Head and their 
Head of Year made their final day one to 
remember for all the right reasons.

We are hoping to be able to invite 
back all of our Sixth Form Leavers 
to give them a proper send-off at a 
reunion event in September.

Don't forget to join our official alumni group 
on Facebook or LinkedIn. Search for Old Wulfrunians of WGS on  
Facebook (or follow Wolverhampton Grammar School Official),  
join Wolverhampton Grammar School (WGS) Old Wulfrunians  
and Friends on LinkedIn, or stay engaged on Twitter @WGSOW.

Year 11 Celebration and
Farewell to the Class of 2021
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Mental Health 
Awareness Week

10th -16th May was Mental Health 
Awareness Week and the theme for 
2021 was Nature. Throughout the 
week in Tutor time students were 
encouraged to #ConnectWithNature 
using The Mental Health 
Foundation's three top tips:

Experience nature: take time to 
recognise and grow your connection 
with nature during the week. Take 
a moment to notice and celebrate 
nature in your daily life. You might be 
surprised by what you notice!

Share nature: Take a photo, video 
or sound recording and share the 
connections you’ve made during 
the week to inspire others. Join 
the discussion on how you’re 
connecting with nature by using 
the hashtags #ConnectWithNature 
#MentalHealthAwarenessWeek.

Talk about nature: use our tips, 
school packs, research and policy 
guides to discuss in your family, 
school, workplace and community 
how you can help encourage people 
to find new ways to connect with 
nature in your local environment.

Mrs Rowley also ran daily 
workshops at lunchtime offering 
creative activities for students to try 
themed around nature, managing 
stress and positivity.

Reading Project 
in Collaboration 
with Southern 
Connecticut State 
University

In April, Mrs Rowley and Mr McAllister 
were delighted to welcome a team of 
Professors from Southern Connecticut 
State University to observe a Year 7 
ASPIRE session via Zoom. Professors at 
the university who specialise in research 
linked to reading were keen to see how 
we generate enthusiastic discussion 
around books, improve literacy skills and 
inspire a love of reading. The session 
explored an extract from TimeRiders 
by Alex Scarrow and resulted in some 
lively debate from Year 7 linked to the 
sinking of the Titanic and the potential 
consequences of time travel to alter 
historic events. 

Well done to all Year 7 students who 
attended this after school session. We 
look forward to more opportunities to 
work alongside Southern Connecticut 
State University in the future. 

Safety first!

Our campus security is 
paramount and we ensure 
that we invest heavily in the 
safety and security of our 
grounds and buildings. 

Students in the Senior 
School enjoyed taking part 
in a filming project with our 
biometric supplier, Suprema, 
during the summer term. 
Students worked alongside

Mr Hancox, Mr Billingham 
and Miss Leith to showcase 
the benefits of having 
biometric and keycode entry 
into each building on site. 

Staff Mixed Doubles 
Tennis Tournament

On Friday 25th July, teaching and support 
staff took part in the first mixed doubles 
staff tennis tournament which was 
organised by Mr Reddish. 

All abilities were welcomed to take  
part and Mr Reddish provided coaching 
sessions after school for staff who felt 
like they needed to learn the basics or  
go through a few technical moves before 
the big game. 

15 doubles 
pairs took 
part in the 
event which 
concluded 
with an 
extremely 
close final 
where 
Mr Reddish and 
Miss Austin competed against  
Mr Smith and Miss Bradley.  
After roaring applause, Mr Reddish  
and Miss Austin took home the trophy.

Well done to all staff who took part;  
same time, same place, next year!
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Konnie Huq meets 
Year 4
In June, Year 4 students were treated to 
a virtual author visit from Konnie Huq, 
author of the hilarious Cookie! trilogy, 
in which she talked about the second 
book in her series, Cookie! and the Most 
Annoying Girl in the World. 

Inspired by the Save the Planet message 
of Cookie! and the Most Annoying Girl in 
the World, Konnie explained what saving 
the planet actually means, before giving 
her top eco tips on how young readers 
can make a difference and host their 
own Save the Planet party. After reading 
an extract from her latest book, Konnie 

demonstrated how to make an innovative 
bird feeder from a juice carton, before 
finishing the event with a Q&A.

Students in Year 4 thoroughly enjoyed 
meeting Konnie, and they each showed 
their appreciation by designing a Thank 
You poster. 

School Open Days 
are back!

As national restrictions are  
lifted over the summer holidays, 
the School plans to host its annual 
School Open Day on campus on 
Saturday 9th October, from  
11am - 3pm. Attendees are 
encouraged to pre-register for  
this event and a full programme  
of talks and activities are available 
to view on our website, visit  
www.wgs.org.uk/openday. 

We can't wait to welcome 
prospective families to our School!

The Independent

Divya goes above and beyond!

School was extremely pleased and proud 
to hear that Year 9 student, Divya Kumari 
went above and beyond during  
the pandemic to help elderly residents  
in the local area. The Express & Star  
was contacted to cover Divya's acts  
of kindness by the daughter of Mr and 
Mrs Hill.

"The owners of a Wolverhampton shop 
have been going above and beyond for a 
couple in their 90s, delivering essentials 
daily and even sending flowers when the 
wife broke her wrist.

Paul Kumar and Usha Kumari, owners 
of Paul’s Superstore on Penn Road, have 
been helping Robert, 93, and Patricia Hill, 
94, by delivering essentials since the start 
of lockdown. Their daughter Divya, who 
is a student at Wolverhampton Grammar 
School, helps her father with the deliveries 
and at Christmas gave shortbread to all 
the elderly customers they have.

Usha said: “She does most of it, she 
goes with Paul. It was her idea to buy 
a Christmas present for elderly ladies 
in the community so she bought them 
shortbread. She is a bit different from my 
other two children, she’s a very sensitive 
child, I’m very proud of her.”

“They are elderly, when you’re in a 
situation like this it’s what you can do. 
I think what if my parents had been like 
this, as they’re in India. It’s a little way of  
giving back to society.”

Mr and Mrs Hill’s daughter Stephanie said: 
“They’ve been delivering the paper but 

when lockdown started they said if there 
was anything else they can do and since 
then they’ve been beyond kind for them. 
They have brought groceries every day, 
they’ve delivered the paper every day and 
have even gone to different grocery stores 
if their wholesaler couldn’t get something 
but more than that they’ve been a 
fabulous ally for me as I live in Bath.”

Stephanie added: “They have been the 
kindest. On mum’s birthday they delivered 
some flowers from the whole team. 

She broke her wrist so when she came 
out of hospital they delivered some then 
too. Mum feels loved, she feels valued, 
she feels that she has somebody who 
truly cares in addition to her family. She 
cannot say enough.”

“In a world where we’re finding all sorts of 
horrors it’s so important to say thank you 
to the people who are being beautiful.”"

Article by Jordan Reynolds, Senior reporter at the 
Express & Star

Pictured is Mrs Hill with Divya with supplies from 
her father’s store. Credit: Express & Star.
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Activities Week

In the final week of term, all Year groups 
participated in an exciting programme 
of events that formed ‘Activities Week’.  
Each Year group was engaged in a range 
of extra-curricular activities and trips that 
were chosen and designed to further 
develop skills, knowledge, teamwork and 
leadership as well as enable our students, 
after a difficult year, to have some fun!

After what has been a challenging year 
for all of our students, activities week 
provided an exciting and interesting end 
to the summer term, a chance to benefit 
individuals across every Year group and, 
ultimately, an enjoyable way for WGS 
students to finish the school year.

Take a look at some of the activities 
that took place during the week:

Year 7 spent 3 days at Oakerwood, 
taking part in teambuilding and 
challenging outdoor activities such 
as paintball, high ropes, rafting and 
archery.

Year 8-10 and Lower Sixth all had a 
day at Go Ape where they undertook 
the high rope course and engaged in a 
series of team building exercises.

Years 8 & 9 took part in a STEM Day, a 
practical science experience day run 
by WGS Science staff.

Years 8 & 9 also worked with the 
Problem Solving Company to 
complete a variety of challenges and 
puzzles in small groups, aimed at 
developing thinking, communication 
and teamwork skills.

Challenge Academy came to school 
to work with Year 10 & Lower Sixth 
on a range of outdoor activities and 
challenges that required problem 
solving but also developed planning 
and improved performance. Students 
also had access to use the ‘Mobile 
Big Rig’!

Year 10 took part in a Careers 
Workshop Day, with workshops 
on Interviews, Presentation Skills 
and Leadership, Teamwork and 
Management.

Lower Sixth had a Dragons’ Den 
challenge, pitching a business idea to 
a panel of experts.

Wolverhampton 
Young Authors’ 
Prize

In collaboration  
with Mrs Rowley  
and Mr McAllister,  
bestselling children’s  
author, Harriet Goodwin  
launched a new writing competition 
for children across the region to 
take part in. Young people aged 
7 – 13 were challenged to write a 
story in 400 words themed around 
‘The Escape’. We received over 80 
entries for this competition and  
Mrs Rowley and Mr McAllister 
enjoyed reading each of them. Well 
done to the following students who 
received custom trophies for their 
imaginative and exciting stories:

• Evelyn – Year 3, Wolverhampton 
Grammar Junior School

• Conrad – Year 4, Wolverhampton 
Grammar Junior School

• Tom – Year 6, Perton Middle 
School

• Himani, Year 6 from Merridale 
Primary School

The winning stories were performed 
by authors Harriet Goodwin and 
Jenny McLachlan in a special  
video message. 

Well done to everyone who  
took part. 
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Before the easter holidays, Mr Peters  
and all year groups in the Junior School 
went on a day trip to Laches Wood 
Outdoor Activity Centre. Children enjoyed 
a jam-packed day of fun activities which 
included toasting marshmallow over a 
fire, building an outdoor den and helping 
one another through an obstacle course.  

A day trip to  
Laches Wood

Lights, camera, 
action!

As one of the largest 
employers in the City, 
we pride ourselves  
on our expert staff.  
The summer term  
provided the perfect 
opportunity for our teaching 
and support staff to talk 
about their experiences of 
working at Wolverhampton 
Grammar School.

Staff were encouraged to 
talk about their education and careers, 
their commute to and from work, the 
professional development opportunities 
that are available to them, and their 
relationships with students. 

As part of the production of the video, the 
Marketing team also took the opportunity 
to capture footage of Dr Green and  
Mr Walker in Lab 21, Mr Crust with  
Year 9 students: Estherjoy Mohammad,  
George Margetts, Sandeep Marwaha and 
Eliza Tarrant on Moreton's Piece, as well 
as Miss Hill in The Derry with Charity from 
Holroyd Howe. 

Thank you to all the students and 
members of staff who were involved  
in the production of the video. 

If you would like to register for job 
alerts from us, ensuring you are the 
first to know when jobs of interest to 
you are advertised, visit  
wgs.org.uk/currentvacancies. 

The Independent
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The School Libraries Group 
Conference is a key professional 
development opportunity for 
hundreds of School Librarians. In 
May, as part of this year’s virtual 
programme, Mrs Rowley was 
delighted to be invited to deliver 
training linked to promoting 

reading in schools and to share  
examples of our unique approach to 
inspiring reading for pleasure at WGS.  
Of course, our students are testament  
to the effectiveness of this work and it 
was fantastic to give a small group of 
young people from across the Junior 
and Senior School the opportunity to 
participate in the conference by sharing 
their reading journeys.

Following the conference, we received a 
great deal of positive feedback related 
to how we had inspired other School 
Librarians.

Shaping Their 
Futures - School 
Librarian Group 
Conference

Our award-winning catering team, Holroyd Howe, 
have produced some incredible dishes this term 
and our students and staff are extremely grateful 
for their continued hard work and innovative ideas.

The Derry delights!
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One of the reasons Wolverhampton 
Grammar School stands out in the crowd 
is uniform.

The uniform adapts as children progress 
from the Infants to Junior and then on 
to the Senior and Sixth Form stages of 
their education.  Reception children wear 
tracksuits every day, Years 1-6 are no 
longer required to wear a blazer but have 
a distinctive red coat for outdoors, whilst 
children in the Senior School progress to 
smart black blazers and then to business 
suits for Sixth Form.

During the last year, children have been 
coming into School in their Sports Kit on 
days when they have PE or Games.  It has 
been decided that this will continue in 
Junior School only on the days that PE is 
timetabled.  Senior School students will 
be expected to wear full School Uniform 

every day.

It is important that students and 
families are clear about uniform 
expectations and standards. 

Look smart for September

To help, here’s a quick guide to 
the practical tips and common 
FAQs asked by students.

Do:
Read the Uniform standards of 
School. A complete list is here: 
wgs.org.uk/school-life/uniform 
and on the Parent and Student 
Portal.

Visit the Uniform Shop at 
School to see our correct 
School uniform or contact 
them at unishop@wgs-sch.net  
or by telephone 01902 425049.

Remember that School 
uniform standards extend 
to sports kit too. Always use 
the School’s official supplier: 
Premier Sports Ltd, telephone: 
01902 423110.

The Uniform Shop and Premier 
Sports are open over the summer 
– visit www.wgs.org.uk/school-life/

uniform for opening times.

The Friends of Wolverhampton 
Grammar School (our PTA) has 
extended their used uniform pop-up 
shop to include Senior School as  
well as Junior School uniform. 
If you would like to know what 
uniform they have in stock, simply 
email wgsfriends@gmail.com

Remember:
Rolled up blazer sleeves are 
not permitted. If you are hot in 
lessons, ask your teacher if you 
can remove your blazer.

Always have shirts tucked in.

Top buttons should be fastened.

Girls and boys can wear trousers 
but please remember they should 
be mid-grey in colour (not black) 
and jeggings, leggings and skin 
tight trousers are not permitted.

Shirts should be mid knee-length 
and never be shorter than 5cm 
above the knee.

Shoes must be leather or ‘leather 
look’. No trainer/canvas styles are 
permitted and definitely no ankle 
boots, heels or black trainers.

Sixth formers wear suits that 
should be dark in colour (grey, 
black, navy) or a pin-stripe dark 
colour.

Uniform standards apply to 
everyone from Reception to  
Sixth Form!

And finally!
You will be amazed how many expensive 
coats are in the lost property boxes. 
Coats for Senior School should be a  
solid grey or black in colour and plain 
in style. No designer or brand logos or 
identities please!
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Top Prizes at Wolverhampton Young 
Photographer of the Year 2020

Schoolchildren from across the City 
were celebrated for their creativity and 
thought-provoking photography with a 
virtual awards ceremony via Zoom.

Out of the 50 shortlisted photographs 
for this year’s Wolverhampton Young 
Photographer 2020, Wolverhampton 
Grammar School (WGS) saw 10 
students selected to be part of the final. 
Congratulations go to: Rumaysa Taj,  
Neil Desai, Ashvini Samanta, Mya Bharj, 
Mya Ghera, Vishwas Kumar, Ahmed 
Imran, Eleanor Wilkinson, Saaya Deb  
and Ben Thornthwaite.

Emma Bowater, Head of Art at 
Wolverhampton Grammar School 
commented: “Year on year, we are so 
proud of the dedication of our students 
to representing themselves, and WGS, at 
competitions such as Wolverhampton 
Young Photographer. This year showed 
our most creative selection of images yet 
and we were so pleased to have a large 
number of our students shortlisted in the 
final. Well done photographers!”
The competition, which is organised by 
Wolverhampton Photographic Society, 
was open to young people who live, study 
and work within the WV postcode area.  
 

The Junior section of the competition 
was open to those aged 11-16 and saw 
WGS students win coveted prizes in the 
following categories:

Landscape and Nature category
3rd Mya Ghera
2nd Neil Desai
1st Ahmed Imran (£50 prize)

Junior Creative 
3rd Mya Bharj
2nd Ashvini Samanta
1st Mya Ghera (£50 prize)

After receiving a commended place in 
last year’s final, we are very proud that 
Mya Ghera was selected as the overall 
winner in the Junior section this year.

We Are All Mad Here by Mya Ghera 

In the Senior section of the competition, 
which was open to students aged 16-18, 
WGS had two 3rd place prizes:  
Eleanor Wilkinson for Senior Creative 
and Saaya Deb for Senior ‘My Lockdown’. 
WGS was also selected as the overall 
Schools/Colleges winner for 2020 due  
to the number of shortlisted entries in  
the final.

Alex Frazer, Head of Wolverhampton 
Grammar School added: “It is wonderful 
to hear of the achievements and high 
praise that our students received at the 
Wolverhampton Young Photographer 
2020 competition: we’re incredibly proud 
of their success. Art is a well-respected 
and popular subject at the School, and 
the excellent level of participation in the 
competition from our students is credit 
to our talented staff who encourage our 
students to reach their full potential.”

Students and the public can look 
forward to a live exhibition of the 
photographs which is scheduled  
to take place when restrictions  
allow. You can view the finalists’  
work on Wolverhampton Arts &  
Culture website: 
www.wolverhamptonart.org.uk/wyp21

Coping by Saaya Deb 
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The Wind  
in the Willows

After last year's Year 6 missed out on 
their end of year performance due to the 
pandemic, the Junior School decided 
to take matters into their own hands 
and enter the new age by filming this 
year's show. Year 6 Class of 2021 have 
stepped up to the challenge with their 
performance of Wind in the Willows; 
throughout the process, the children have 
worked with Miss Austin to take a larger 
responsibility for their own costume, the 
stage design, the filming and, as always, 
the sound and light design for the show. 
Whilst this process has been a steep 
learning curve for everybody, Year 6 
relished the challenge and have produced 
the first ever WGS movie-style musical.

The Wind in the Willows is a classic tale 
by Kenneth Grahame, and was adapted 
for the stage by Mark and Helen Johnson 
in partnership with Out of the Ark 
Music. The show depicts the delightful 
friendship of Ratty, Mole, Badger and the 
illustrious Mr Toad. Will he see sense at 
the hand of his friend's advice? Will he 
keep hold of the stately and opulent  
Toad Hall?

Prizegiving  
and Speech Day 

The annual prizegiving and speech 
day ceremonies for Senior and Junior 
School students are an opportunity to 
celebrate some of the brightest and 
best contributions made by our students 
throughout the year. 

Students are nominated by staff for 
awards that explore a range of skills 
and abilities including individual 
academic achievement, progress, 
overall contribution, coursework, public 
speaking, acting, music and sport. Many 
congratulations to all our prizewinners.

Both events were held virtually 
and celebrated the extraordinary 
achievements of Years 3-6, Year 11 
and Upper Sixth. They were also an 
opportunity to commend our students for 
their contribution to the School in what 
has been an extraordinary year for them.

Prize winners in Years 7-10 were 
presented with their awards during their 
own virtual assemblies in school.

A special thank you to Helen England 
(OW) who attended Wolverhampton 
Grammar School Sixth Form from 1985 
to 1987. She was in the second ever 
intake of girls into WGS and was in a year 
group where boys still outnumbered the 
girls by at least 9:2. Helen’s links to WGS 
started years before she was a pupil at 
the school. Her late father, John Thorpe, 
was Head of Biology for over 30 years 
and in the final years of his career held 
the role of Examinations Officer. 

Junior Maths  
Challenge
Congratulations to the following students 
who took part in the recent Junior Maths 
Challenge and achieved Gold certificates: 
Hrithik Dugh, Ansh Kohli, James Margetts, 
Ashvini Samanta in Year 7 and  
Azim Akewusolo, Charlotte Anderson,  
Dylan Brierley, William Maguire,  
Ayaan Muhaimin, Harry Negrine and  
Bernard Oakes in Year 8.

They also qualified for the follow-on 
Kangaroo round with Charlotte and  
William achieving merits. Bernard  
was in the top 1200 in the country  
and qualified for the Olympiad.
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On your marks,  
get set, go!

This year, we were fortunate to hold 
Sports Day events in the Junior and 
Senior School, albeit without the  
cheers and encouragement from 
parents due to restrictions. Students 
across both schools enjoyed 
supporting their classmates in their 
year group bubbles as they competed 
in track and field events.

Most importantly, it's the taking 
part that counts – whether that’s 
competing, cheering in the crowd or 
just enjoying the down time with your 
fellow classmates on Moreton’s Piece 
and down the Valley. 

A big thank you to the Sports 
Department and all the teachers who 
helped deliver the events this term. 

Next year will see the Senior School 
host their first House Sport Day – 
who do you predict will win: Jenyns, 
Moreton, Nechells or Offley?

Can you spot any of your friends 
in the pictures?

18
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If you would like to hear more about anything 
featured in this edition of The Independent please 
contact the School email: info@wgs-sch.net

Wolverhampton Grammar School
Compton Road
Wolverhampton
WV3 9RB
01902 421326

www.wgs.org.uk

  @WGS1512 
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